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Day 2 of Pratibimb, an annual national filmmaking and documentary film festival conducted by 

the Department of Media Studies at CHRIST(Deemed to be University), began with the 

screening of the top films and documentaries sent in by participants out of all the entries that 

were given for the festival. The competition was open to all states across India and the theme 

was ‘Realistic Escapism.’ 

 

The Documentary Screening session began at 9 AM with the screening of In search of a 

homeland lost by students Meghna and Shifani which dealt with the lives of Tibetan refugees in 

Karnataka who had to flee Tibet due to the oppressive occupation efforts of the Communist 

regime in China during the late 1960’s and how they resisted it.  Centered mostly around 

Bylakuppe, the second largest Tibetan settlement in the world, it also showcased the way the 

numerous customs they brought to India to feel at home like their unique cuisine, youth hostels 

and monasteries. 



Following this was the screening of Samrakshanam: Water woes of Bengaluru by Harshit Donter 

which elaborated on the water scarcity and the toxicity of the lakes in Bengaluru. With the help 

of various news clippings on this grievous issue prevailing in Bengaluru and interviews with 

prominent environmental activists like Ricky Kej, who is also a Grammy award winning 

musician, and Dr Priyanka Jamwal, a member of the Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and 

the Environment , the documentary elaborated on the issue at hand and the solutions to overcome 

it.  

Mini Dixit’s Trans for nation, on the other hand, showed the lives of the trans community in 

Karnataka as they struggle to lead a dignified life while dealing with the prevailing social stigma 

in the society. 

Following this more films were screened for the film lovers in the audience. One fine day (Bindu 

Sarah K) which was a psychological thriller that focused on the story of a man with paranoid 

schizophrenia. Following this was Beauty (Akshay K Sunil), a Malayalam short film that threw 

light on the notion of the beauty of women and breaking the stereotype. Paper Stories (Srisharan 

Chundayil) was screen next which showed the story of a man dealing with isolation and his 

gradual downward spiral into insanity while Present (Saurabh Dixit) dealt with the story of a 

sister trying to come to terms with the reality of her brother’s death.  

 

At 2 PM, the session began with the screening of the winning entries for the 24 hour filmmaking 

competition that was conducted by the India Film Project, a few days prior on 23rd January. The 

films that were screened were Phases, Gaya and Baksa. Following this, the remaining entries 

that were given for Pratibimb were screened which included Embrace by Naveen Cano.  

The valedictory ceremony for the India Film Project entries followed afterwards with Phases 

taking the first prize, Gaya taking second prize and Baksa winning the third prize. The winners 

of the Pratibimb film and documentary making competition were announced shortly afterwards.  

 

Under the film category, the winners were as follows: 

First prize: One fine day  

Second prize: Beauty 

Third prize: Present 

Fourth prize: Paper stories 

 

Under the documentary category, the winners were: 

First prize: Samrakshanam: Water woes of Bengaluru 

Second prize: In search of a homeland lost 

Third prize: Trans for nation 

Fourth prize: Embrace 

 

The ceremony wrapped up with the commencement of the next session that began with cultural 

performances.  

 



 

 


